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Clinical Trials for COVID-19:
Speed vs. Efficiency
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Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WF8iaqRqI60&ab_channel=Cocomelon-NurseryRhymes
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Link: https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/04/30/opinion/coronavirus-covid-vaccine.html 
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Link: https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/04/30/opinion/coronavirus-covid-vaccine.html 
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We are moving fast, and 
we should.

But does that mean we 
compromise quality?
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Randomized Clinical Trials for 
COVID-19 Treatments
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• The impact of the pandemic has unleashed a wave of biomedical 
research to identify safe and effective treatments for COVID-19

• While new molecular entities are under investigation, many 
therapies previously approved by regulators for the treatment of 
other diseases are also being evaluated for repurposing for viral 
suppression or for lessening the inflammatory consequences of 
infection

• We aimed to characterize registered clinical trials assessing drugs 
or plasma treatments for COVID-19.



Methods
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Data Source • WHO’s clinical trials registry network
• ClinicalTrials.gov

Registry 
searches

• COVID-19 trials registered until March 26, 
2020

Trial selection • Interventional clinical trials on drugs and 
plasma

Data 
extraction

• Trial number, registry, phase, enrollment, 
allocation status, intervention model, 
primary outcome, sponsor

Statistical 
analysis • Descriptive statistics
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https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/06/we-ve-got-be-able-move-more-quickly-pandemic-reality-covid-19-clinical-trials
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“The scientific method is a very deliberate process 
that has been honed over time: Basic research, 
which describes the problem, is followed by applied 
research that builds on that understanding. Now, 
scientists are trying to do both at the same time. 
This is not just fixing a plane while it’s flying—it’s 
fixing a plane that’s flying while its blueprints are 
still being drawn”



Protecting Health 
Saving Lives—

Millions at a Time

WHAT IS PUBLIC HEALTH? 


